
Schedule-at-a-Glance 

The Seventh: Extraordinary Innovations and Emerging Trends in 
Transplantation and Oncology from Nebraska Medicine Conference 

 

TUESDAY — JULY 12, 2016 — SOLID ORGAN TRANSPLANT — GRAND BALLROOM 

7:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast — Exhibits Open 

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks, Lisa Runco, Executive Director of Cardiology and Digestive 
Diseases and Kidney, Nebraska Medicine; and Sarah Chart, Senior Director, OptumHealth Education

8:30 a.m. Wake Up and Smell the QAPI! Alan Langnas, DO 

9:15 a.m. Recent Developments in Kidney Allocation, Clifford D. Miles, MD 

10:00 a.m. Break — Exhibits Open 

10:30 a.m. Lung Transplantation: The Transition from Medical to Surgical Management of Advanced Lung 
Diseases, Aleem Siddique, MD, and Heather Strah, MD 

11:15 a.m. Current Strategies in Treating Patients with Chronic Pancreatitis, Luciano Vargas, MD 

12:00 p.m. Lunch (provided) — Exhibits Open 

1:00 p.m. Transformation of Intestinal Failure Management: A Comprehensive Experience for Patients and 
Families, David F. Mercer, MD, PhD, FRCS(S)  

2:00 p.m. Heart Transplantation: The Transition from Medical to Surgical Management for Congestive Heart 
Failure, Ronald Zolty, MD, PhD 

2:45 p.m. Break — Exhibits Open 

3:00 p.m. New Therapies in the Treatment of Hepatitis C, Timothy McCashland, MD 

3:45–4:30 p.m. Pancreas Transplantation: Modern Issues, Alexander Maskin, MD, FACS 

WEDNESDAY — JULY 13, 2016 — ONCOLOGY AND BMT — GRAND BALLROOM 

7:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast — Exhibits Open 

8:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks, Theresa Franco, MSN, RN, Vice President, Cancer Center Clinical 
Operations, Nebraska Medicine; and Sarah Chart, Senior Director, OptumHealth Education 

8:45 a.m. Building a Better T-Cell: Harnessing the Power of the Immune System to Combat Cancer,  
Matthew A. Lunning, DO 

9:30 a.m. Financial Toxicity: Cancer’s Growing Side Effect, Michael Romano, MBA, MSN, BS, RN 

10:00 a.m. Break — Exhibits Open 

10:15 a.m. Haploidentical Stem Cell Transplantation: Overcoming Limitations of Donor Availability,  
Vijaya Bhatt, MD 

11:00 a.m. Technological Advances in the OR: Robotic Surgery in Oncology, Chad A. LaGrange, MD;  
James Padussis, MD; and Kerry Rodabaugh, MD  
Moderator: Theresa Franco, MSN, RN 

12:00 p.m. Lunch (provided) — Exhibits Open 

1:00 p.m. Current Management of Breast Cancer: A Multidisciplinary Approach, Amber Carter, MS, LCGC; 
Pavankumar Tandra, MBBS; Debra Spence, RN; Sarah P. Thayer, MD, PhD; Andrew Wahl, MD; 
and Cheryl Williams, MD 
Moderator: Ann Yager, BSRT (R)(T), Oncology Services Director 

2:30 p.m. Break — Exhibits Open 

2:45 p.m. New Directions in Oncology Clinical Trials: Creating the Future in Treatment, Apar Kishor Ganti, MD, 
and Christopher J. Kratochvil, MD  

3:30–4:30 p.m. Going Beyond the Medicine: A Panel Discussion on Providing Patient Support, Mark H. Fleisher, MD; 
Nicole Fox, RD, LMNT, CSO; Theresa Franco, MSN, RN; Rebecca Jones, MSPAS, PA-C; and  
Robyn Zeplin, PT, BS, MPT 
Moderator: Sue Wardian Hartung, MSN, RN, OCN, Case Management Nurse, Patient/Family 
Education for Cancer Care Services 

Note: OptumHealth Education, Nebraska Medicine and University of Nebraska Medical Center reserve the right to make any 
necessary changes to this program. Efforts will be made to keep presentations as scheduled. However, unforeseen circumstances 
may result in the substitution of faculty or content. Last Updated 07/05/16 

  


